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Friday 9th December 2016 
From Mrs May 

On Monday, a Purple Mash rep came to our staff meeting to help us to get started with this new 
resource. There is information further on in this newsletter about how you can have a look and help 
your child. The staff are buzzing with excitement and have already started to look around the 
website and think about how it will enhance our curriculum. Different members of staff frequently 
go on training courses and then feedback to the rest of the team. I was delighted on Tuesday to see 
Mrs Bointon using musical instruments in a storytelling lesson; a technique which Mrs Wallis had 
brought back from a recent course. The adults, as well as the children at Longwood, are constantly 
learning and improving. 
This week started off with a visit for FT, FW and Oak children from Mr Marvel. The children were 
mesmerised from start to finish and enjoyed his magic tricks, his banter and his rabbit. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
We all enjoyed watching the pre-school nativity dress rehearsal on Tuesday, and I was lucky enough 
to be able to watch both performances with the parents too. I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did. 
It was lovely to see so many parents, grandparents and friends supporting the little ones.  
Yesterday we all watched the FS/KS1 dress rehearsal and I can’t wait for the performance on 
Monday, as well as the KS2 pantomime later next week.  
I am videoing all the shows so that you can watch without having to view through a camera. All 
videos will be on the school website shortly after each performance.    
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From Mr Livesey 
 
New Equipment 
We have purchased four new toy garages for nursery groups as well as a Little Tikes Road and Rail 
set. Much art and craft equipment has also arrived relating to upcoming festivals and topic work for 
all areas including the School Holiday Scheme. 
 
Log World Climbing Equipment 
This has had its annual safety checks and refurbishment by Wicksteed Playgrounds, including the 
painting of all the metal framework and additional logs installed. 
 
Staff Safeguarding Training  
Every member of staff will undertake Level 1 Safeguarding training with Hertfordshire County 
Council on 19th January. This will start at 7pm – so please can all parents arrive in good time to 
ensure their children are collected on time. Beverley and I will undertake our 3-yearly Designated 
Managers training. Please see our website for policies and useful advice relating to safeguarding 
children and e-safety. 
 
Fees 
Autumn term fees must be paid in full by end of term or by 31 December 2016 as agreed with Karin 

Haylock (Bursar).  If you have any queries or would like a statement please email Karin 

accounts@longwoodschool.co.uk. 

Pantomime Arrangements 
All children in FS – UKS2 are going to the pantomime next week (oh yes we are!). Please note that 
we are expecting to be back at school at about 4.45. This time has changed from what was 
previously stated in the newsletter. Sorry for any inconvenience. 

Golden Table 
All children in KS1 and KS2 have been busy earning golden tickets at lunchtime. Tickets are given for 
good behaviour, politeness, helpfulness and various other positive attributes. Since starting this new 
reward system, lunchtimes have been running more smoothly and are a more enjoyable experience 
for everyone. All the tickets have been added up and the top seven pupils were treated to a special 
lunch at the “Golden Table”. One lucky winner, Heidi, was pulled at random and has won a special 
prize. The incentive to earn more golden tickets next term is very high! 
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Nursery News 
 
It’s Christmas time and in Little Willow, we are getting our little helpers to paint and leave their 
marks of green paint on the paper. All the babies participated in making Christmas trees, doing 
whatever they could to help – that’s why they are “Santa’s little helpers”! 
 

 
FS Trip to Tesco 

On Monday, FS walked to Tesco to look for foods that are healthy to eat. They enjoyed weighing 
some of the vegetables and talking about different 3D shapes. They also looked at the tills and talked 
about the technology used when we go shopping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purple Mash 
We have recently started a trial subscription to Purple Mash, which is a creative educational website 
for children. Purple Mash is a cross-curricular resource covering Art to Science and all subjects in 
between. Your child can access Purple Mash from home on a laptop, desktop or a tablet. 
Purple Mash is a safe environment that does not require any downloading or allow interaction with 
people online and children cannot make any financial There are 20+ open-ended tools and games 
inside Purple Mash. They range in complexity from simple painting programs to sophisticated 
transactions. We will be encouraging the children to continue their learning at home and Purple 
Mash is a great resource for this. 
Your child will be taught how to use Purple Mash in school and will be able to use it without 
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supervision, but you may want to take a few minutes to explore it yourself so that you can help them 
with their work. 

Topics - Purple Mash has over 1,500 ready-to-use writing and painting projects. They cover 
everything from aliens to the Victorians. You can use the ‘Topics’ tab to browse by subject or, 
alternatively, use the search bar at the bottom right of the screen to look for something specific. 

Tools and Games - coding tools. If you’re using something for the first time it is a good idea to 
watch the help videos which can be found by clicking the monitor icon at the top right of the screen 
or the help documents. 

Saving and Sharing Work - Purple Mash lets your child save their work online. It’s very easy, just 
look out for the floppy disk icon on the toolbar and follow the simple instructions. To access saved 
files, go to the ‘Online Work’ tab. Once saved you can also ‘share’ work. Just look out for the globe 
icon on the toolbar. This will share work to one of our school’s “display boards” or 
create a link so your work can be viewed online by people that don’t have Purple Mash. 

Want to know more? - If you’re keen to get to know Purple Mash inside and out, there is a video 
trainer that will lead you through the whole of Purple Mash and explain exactly what it can do. You 
can view the video trainer using the link below. 
http://www.purplemash.com/app/videos/videotrainer 

Purple Mash on Tablets - If you have an iPad then there are several free apps that you can 
download as part of Purple Mash. These include Mash Cams, 2DIY and 2Create a Story. You can 
download them from the App Store and sign in with your Purple Mash username and password. 
Alternatively, you can use Purple Mash on a tablet by opening it up in a browser window on your 
device. Not all of the tools work on tablets but there are many that do. 

Your Purple Mash login details – Go to https://www.purplemash.com/sch/longwood-wd23 or 
click on the new icon on the school website. (You may want to save this as a desktop shortcut). Your 
child’s username is their first name (or first name and surname initial if there is more than one child 
with the same name, eg Amelia H). All passwords are purplemash. The teachers will talk to the older 
children about changing their passwords.  
Do not share your login details. If you cannot login please contact the school directly. For security 
reasons 2Simple Software cannot give out login details to anyone other than the school 
administrator – this is for your child’s protection. 
Our trial subscription expires on 9th January. Please take advantage before then. Please note that we 
have set up Purple Mash for all children in school and preschool. 

Are You Reading The Newsletter? 

Thank you to everyone who responded to my request in last week’s newsletter. I am disappointed 
that it appears that less than 50% of all parents are reading the newsletter, but we will continue to 
use it as our main means of communicating. If you do not read it, your children will ultimately miss 
out. Please remind other parents of its importance. 

Congratulations 

Archie and Sara (UKS2) have both written some excellent paragraphs about the causes of rainforest 
destruction and how it can be prevented. Their knowledge is extensive and their sentences well-
constructed and interesting. Well done to them both. 
  

http://www.purplemash.com/app/videos/videotrainer
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/longwood-wd23
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 12th Dec 1.30pm FS/KS1 nativity FS and KS1 parents 
and friends welcome 

Tuesday 13th 
December 

Leave school at 
lunchtime, return 
about 4.45 

Christmas Pantomime All children from FS - 
UKS2 

The cost of this outing will be £20 and will be added to your invoice.  

Thursday 15th 
December 

9.30am Christmas 
Performance 

KS2 parents and 
friends welcome 

Thursday 15th 
December 

2pm Christmas 
Performance 

KS2 parents and 
friends welcome 

Friday 27th January 9-9.30am UKS2 class assembly UKS2 parents 
welcome 

Tuesday 7th February Details as per 9/9 
newsletter 

O2 Arena Young 
Voices  

All choir members, all 
Year 6 pupils, plus 
relatives & friends 

Tuesday 21st February During the morning KS1 to visit Watford 
Fire Station 

Full school uniform inc 
coats, hats, etc for 
walking 

Friday 24th February 9-9.30am KS1 class assembly KS1 parents welcome 

Friday 24th Feb Details soon – please 
hold the date 

Quiz Night All adults welcome 

Monday 27th February During the school day LKS2 Viking Day More details soon 

Monday 6th March 8.30 – 3.30 LKS2 trip to Bletchley 
Park 

All children need a 
packed lunch please 

The children will be introduced to a variety of codes and ciphers that have been used throughout 
history. They will make devices for sending coded messages. The workshop will mix practical skills 
with logic and problem solving.  Travel is by coach. The cost is £23 and this will be added to your 
invoice. 

Monday 13th March 9am – 3pm FS & UKS2 trip to 
Mount Fitchet Castle 

All children need a 
packed lunch please 

Mount Fitchet is a Norman motte and bailey castle and village that has been faithfully 
reconstructed on its original site in Essex. This trip will support class topics on medieval history 
(UKS2) and castles (FS). PSHE will feature too as buddy relationships are strengthened. The cost of 
this trip is £18 and this will be added to your invoice. 

Friday 17th March 9-9.30am FS and Year 6 
assembly 

FS and Year 6 parents 
welcome 

Wednesday 14th June 
– Friday 16th June 

3 days UKS2 residential More details to follow 

 


